DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

an   appalling   experience   for   others   as   well   as
herself.

She slept very little on the previous night, and
early in the morning heard the muffled blockings in
preparation for the " sad marriage.35 Alice came to
see her, and she gave her a Prayer-Book, like the
one her mother had given her for her own " happy
marriage.5' They breakfasted together and went to
look at the dining-room which the knockings had
converted into a chapel. Over the altar was hung
a family picture by Winterhalter : Albert's hand
was stretched out as if blessing them. The arrange-
ment of the cushions and chairs in blue cloth and of
the curved altar rails was as at her own wedding.
Only a few relatives had been bidden ; Prince
Louis's two brothers and his parents, Albert's brother
Ernest, Prince and Princess Augustus of Saxe-
Coburg, Princess Feodore Hohenlohe, her own half-
sister, and the Crown Prince of Prussia, and they
breakfasted in the Council Chamber, where hung
a picture of the Queen's wedding which she had
sent for specially from Windsor. Alice came to see
her in her wedding-dress with its flounce of Honiton
lace and the corresponding pattern on her veil,
which Albert had ordered instead of the meaningless
stock designs. Whatever the Queen looked on
reminded her of her own sorrow.

Her four sons conducted her to the chapel before
anybody but the clergy was there and took her to
her arm-chair close to the altar : the two eldest
stood between her and the seats for the congregation
so that nobody could see her. But the waiting while
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